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“rail way but as 2n expedient, during the construction of
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and half & million, for ex xtra work, the total cost of the Eastern section of
v;i!! be s’ and a half millions of do:.ar=, as alreadv stated.
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Dl’BClﬁlEd that, bv those dzmenszons. seventy-one per cent. has been ga‘n-

ed, in the efficacy of the moving power of the Cbesapeake and Ohio Ca-
nal, that a single horse is capable of transporting fifty tons, and two horses
in one boat 100 tons, on the latter, with the same facxhty with which a
horse transporis twenty-five or thirty tons, and two horses forty or fifty
tons, on the former. And as the locks on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
are passed, by a fully laden boat, in less time, in fact, than the ordinary
burthen boat passes the locks on the State canals above mentioned, the ca-
pacity of the former, fo' an extensive commerce, with a cheaper transit by
71 per cent., iz more than twice as great, as the latter. Advantages; ascri- .

bable solely tothose enlarged dimensions.

Signed in behalf of the commntee,
. F. MERCER, Chatrman.
Washingtlon, Jan. 28, 1835.

vin, fol
committee, dated December 28, 1834.
“You ask, ¢If a rail road were to supersede the canal through the Al-

vation involves the r-onstructzo f'planes. 856 feet
high, and three miles long each, wouid noi a tunnel be prefer
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Taii way £’ {o which, i 2nswer decidedly, yes. I Woi

4 never
the tunnel. This
was my impression on first reading your letter ; and having reflected a great
deal upon it since, my first opinion is confirmed by every view I can take
of the subject, and I shenld never consider your great scheme accomplish-
ed, until a boat can pass threugh the mountain. I would never abandon
the tunnel,”

In that estimate by which Messrs. Roberts and Cruger made the West-
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